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Diagnostic methods in atypical hemolytic uremic syndrome (aHUS)  
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1. Introduction

The exchange project enabled both partners, the Department of Pediatrics of the Medical University of Innsbruck on the one hand and the Pediatric department of Teaching Hospital Motol and the associated laboratory of the Institute of Hematology and Blood Transfusions on the other hand, to broaden their knowledge on diagnostic tools concerning the disease atypical hemolytic uremic syndrome.
2. stay in Innsbruck
Dr. Simon Rittich, worker of the Institute of Hematology and Blood Transfusions in Prague, stayed from 14.11.2009 to 20.11.2009 in the research laboratory of the Department for Pediatrics I of the Medical University Hospital in Innsbruck. During his stay he worked on:
· Preparing of samples for ELISA/Westernblot

· Coating of ELISA plates

· CFH Antibody ELISA technique

· Analysis of ELISA CFH Antibody results

· CFH Antibody Westernblot (measurement and analysis)
3. stay in Prague

Dr. Magdalena Riedl and Dr. Alejandra Rosales, both employed at the Medical University Innsbruck, Department of Pediatrics, stayed from 13.12.2009 to 19.12.2009 in Prague. Our work in the laboratories of the Institute of Hematology and Blood Transfusion and in the Pediatric Department of Teaching Hospital Motol included:

· Preparing of samples for PCR
· Testing of PCR protocols

· PCR product evaluation on agarose gel

· DNA extraction from agarose gel

· PCR purification

· High Resolution Melting Analysis
· Westernblot technique

4. Conclusion
This cooperation project between the Department of Pediatrics of the Medical University of Innsbruck and the Pediatric department of Teaching Hospital Motol and the associated laboratory of the Institute of Hematology and Blood Transfusions should be seen as a starting point for further projects on atypical HUS and other renal/hematological diseases. 
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