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In the year 2002, there has been realised the research and collaboration project, Die österreichischen Ägyptenreisenden im 19. Jahrhundert, oriented at the interdisciplinary research in the field of Orientalism and history of Egyptology. The project covered two basic parts – 1/ a lecture series by Dr. Johanna Holaubek, Institut für Ägyptologie der Universität Wien, in Prague and 2/ a research on the individuality of Anton Prokesch von Osten, as one of key persons of Austrian Orientalism in the 19th century. 

The first part has been realised as a grouped lecture series in November 2002, 7/8 and 14/15 respectively. There have participated students of Egyptology, Arabic studies and history, and every lecture has been accompanied by a discussion. The students proved a lively interest, ad appreciated both the lectures themselves as a support for interdisciplinary research and the series as a wider framing of their Egyptological or historical knowledge. 

The lectures involved an aspect of general introduction into travelling, and cultural background of European travelling to the Orient in the 19th century, and then, as planned, the aspect of individual examples, put into the context of typology of travelling of the period: 

· artists, 

· female travellers, such as Ida Pfeiffer, 

· aristocratic travellers (Crown Prince Rudolf of Hapsburg)

· scholarly travellers (Leo Reinisch)

Dr. Holaubek is going to rewrite her lecture materials as a part of the Prokesch monograph – thus the work on a second planned result is continuing as well. For the Prokesch monograph there has been done, according to the plan, a research in the Haus-, Hof-, und Staatsarchiv, Wien. Resulting material is now being studied. The text (being of course a draft plus excerpted archive sources) is now on approx. 60 pages DIN A4. 

The work of Dr. Roman Misek, lecturer at the Institute of World History, Charles University in Prague, is being incorporated as well (according to the information given to the AKTION bureau in April). His collaboration proved useful in the HHStA as well. An immediate result of it is then an article, named „The Oriental Academy, a birth of new era of Austrian Diplomacy “, planned for Archiv Orientální, 2/2003, which precedes in publication even the article about Prokesch and Lane, planned thus for Archiv Orientální at the end of 2003 (see the Bericht regarding the scholarship stay of Dr. Navratilova in Vienna in May 2002). By these two articles will be specifically mentioned, that both have been written with support of AKTION Programme. 

As regards the continuation – the manuscript is in progress, its finishing is then planned by the end of 2003, with a subsequent publication in the first trimester 2004. There has been granted a support for the printing costs under the aegis of Czech Institute of Egyptology series. The text is to be published in Czech and German, with costs on the mutual translation covered. 

Moreover, the project gained attention by the Institute of Egyptology in Vienna, so that there came to pass interesting „side products“ of the collaboration of the two Institues of Egyptology. There has been realised a lecture of Dr. Navratilova in June 2002, regarding Czech Egyptomania, and further collaboration led to a plan to a have a small symposium, or workshop, dedicated to Prokesch and Austrians in the Orient. This workshop is to be realised in 21st of March 2003 (participants: Dr. Holaubek, Dr. Janosi, Dr. Misek, Dr. Navratilova, Dr. Sommerauer). 

The support also enabled to enrich the library of the Czech Institute of Egyptology in the field of works dedicated to modern history of Egypt, Orientalism and Islamic studies. 

The support of the research project 33 p 15 can be thus summed up as follows: 

- 1 article in print

- 1 article planned during 2003

- a manuscript of the Prokesch monograph to be finished in 2003

- realised lecture series in Prague

- continuing cooperation of the Institutes (workshop March 2003)

