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4 PhD students and two professors from the University of Music and Performing Arts Vienna came to Prague for a scholarly and personal exchange with ethnomusicology students and professors there. The institutions involved in this project have different research histories as well as different research focuses: the Viennese institute is based more on the musicological approach, the Prague institute more on the anthropological one. Doctoral students represent the future of a discipline. Therefore it proved to be most rewarding to discuss similarities and differences in approaches via the dissertation projects of the students. 
The PhD candidates were given extended presentation time and discussions were extended as well. This makes a great difference to international conferences where usually there is time restriction. And it proved to be useful. Students could exchange ideas, could learn about different view points, they could talk about burning questions and problems to other colleagues in the more or less same situation. Their feedback was most helpful. It was also an opportunity to discuss the dissertation project in an international forum in English language which is an important experience as well. Part of the most rewarding discussions did not only take place in the formal sessions but also in informal gatherings during lunch breaks and in the evenings. 

Both sides, including professors, learned a lot about different approaches within one discipline and found it a rewarding challenge really to try to understand the others position and to try to learn from each other. All this happened in an inspired and supportive atmosphere. The perfect organisation of the event by the Prague hosts added to the quality and created a relaxed atmosphere that supported intellectual creativity.
The research connection between the institutions involved is much closer now and there will be follow ups to that project in the near future. All the involved persons have learned from this PhD colloquium and these experiences will be for the benefit of future projects. 

Comments of the involved students from Austria:

Mag. Else Schmidt: 
My paper was: Comparative Studies of Movements: Special Austrian Dances Which Use Arm Figures„Steirer und Landler des Ausseerlandes“

Thank you very much for this opportunity!

It was very impressing to experience the different points of view, the two institutions have: the one in Praha and the one in Vienna. Especially interesting was to follow the differing ways of reasoning. Theses days turned out to be very enriching and inspiring due to the various different approaches presented. I enjoyed getting to know the working methods of my colleagues in Praha.

A challenging task was set to me by expressing my theses in English and by using the language for discussion!

Mag. Otgonbayar Chuluunbaatar:
I have experienced the PhD Seminar in several points as very informativ. For my person it was helpful in the sense that I had to present my lecture in English language to an international audience in an informative and persuasive but also exciting manner. The debates followed the presentations brought in discussions not only with other PhD students, but also with internationally prominent scientists from different continents, and different academic schools of thought became visible. Personally, I would like to add that such events are also likely to strengthen self-confidence in personal appearance during such a meeting.
Mag. Weiya Lin:
The "PhD Student Round Table" was indeed very inspiring for me personally. The presenters from Prague tend to use the perspective of anthropological methods and approaches, which is very important for my dissertation – "Music in the life of the Tao: Tradition and Innovation". I have learned a lot from this exchange, not only from the feedbacks during the discussion after my presentation, also to be allowed to have the opportunity to participate in discussions about issues and dilemmas of other researches. It was a useful meeting and hopefully the "PhD Student Round Table" between Prague and Vienna will take place again in the future.
Mag. Hande Sağlam:
I attended the Seminar of PhD. students in Ethnomusicology in Prague (at the Faculty of Humanities, Charles University), organized by Zuzana Jurkova and Ursula Hemetek. This seminar gave me the possibility to present my PhD. project in an international platform and get feedback from the colleagues and Professor from Charles University. To get comments from another ethnomusicological point of view was very helpful for my dissertation thesis. To listen to the presentations of PhD. candidates from Prague were also an exceptional chance to get information about theoretical and methodological similarities and differences between these two institutions. To exchange ideas on ethnomusicological PhD. projects and at furthering critical debate on recent research in Ethnomusicology through this seminar was an important, necessary and inspiring experience for all of us. I’m much obliged to our professors for organizing this seminar. 

Comments of the Czech students:
PhDr. Pavla Jonssonová:

The meeting of PhD ethnomusicology students, organized by doc. Zuzana Jurkova from UK Prague and prof. Ursula Hemetek from Vienna was an ideal situation of us, doctoral students, to get an insight into what are the topics and methodologies of the field. The benefits are inestimable – having a chance to see how Vienna colleagues are working. Veronika Seidlová with her Journey of mantra from India to the Czech Republic complemented well Hande Saglam’s Asiks tradition in the province of Sivas, Turkey. Asian traditions were presented by Zita Honzlová‘s Musicking as self-presentation of foreigners, Weiya Lin‘s Tradition AND innovation: An example with the music of Tao and  Otgoonbayar Chuluunbaatar‘s Songs from the everyday culture of the Oirats in western Mongolia. During breaks and lunches we had deepened out discussions at the sessions.  
Music in connection with dance was successfully presented by Kristýna Kuhnová‘s Amateur Fado as an urban phenomenon and Else Schmidt‘s Comparative studiesof movement: Special Austrian dances with arm figures. The comments of all participants, including esteemed teachers and participants were useful and pushed all of us doctoral students towards hopefully a successful completion of our thesis. I am very grateful for this opportunity and hope this intellectual exchange will continue.

Veronika Seidlová, MA:

As I am in the first year of my PhD. studies, this kind of meeting was a new experience for me. The meeting appeared to be surprisingly interdisciplinary. I found out that the Austrian students use different theoretical approaches and I learned about their research projects in a very concrete, detailed way. This was enabled by a small format of the meeting (8 presentations), which I very much appreciated. Enriching deep discussions followed every presentation, thus allowing mutual understanding and bringing new ideas to my own research project as well. I was also happy to learn about the methodological and practical problems with their research and discuss ways how to avoid them. Moreover, I am very glad that I got the opportunity to meet my colleagues in person and to discuss with them even after the official sessions were over. For me, it was a very inspiring and encouraging experience and I very much plead for such a seminar to happen again! (In such case, we could compare the possible progress in our projects.)

Mag. Kristyna Kuhnová:


The seminar of Viennese and Prague PhD. students in Ethnomusicology was an excellent possibility to present PhD. research projects and occasion for sharing ideas. Despite of the two universities having different approaches to ethnomusicology, i.e. whereas in Prague we tend to approach music more anthropologically, students of Viennese Institute for Folk Music Research and Ethnomusicology approach it much more from the point of view of Musicology, it was an interesting dialogue. It was exactly confrontation with this different attitude that helped inspiring important question for my research that is very much sociologically and anthropologically orientated and forced me to think and ask more about music itself.


Besides important sharing of ideas with austrian PhD. students we gained contacts and also friendships that would be great if we could deepen next year during similar seminar observing also evolution of our projects.

Zita Skořepová Honzlová:

During the June 1-5, 2011, I had an opportunity to participate in a seminar of PhD students in ethnomusicology. The idea of mutual collaboration was raised more than a year ago by doc. Zuzana Jurková and prof. Ursula Hemetek, both heads of ethnomusicology departments at Charless University, Prague and Universität für Musik und darstellende Kunst, Vienna, who proposed to organise a meeting of Czech and Austrian students. Ethnomusicology – as well as all the humanities and social sciences – can be considered as a multiparadigmatic discipline. Each department and team of researchers often prefer different approaches, theoretical and methodological base. Following the criteria of a standard symposium, the meeting provided a unique possibility for students to present their research projects in the same way as on a scientific conference. Enough time for the presentation and subsequent discussion rendered an occassion to defend own project and receive a fruitful feedback based on inspirative comments and stimulating questions raised by different participants, both students and professors. 

