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Advanced Course in Cell Biology 2007:

Apoptotic processes in yeast and mammalian cells - common and unique features

Charles University, Faculty of Medicine in Hradec Kralove

Organised by: Prof. Miroslav Červinka and Dr. Alena Pichová

Venue: October 17 - 10, 2007, main building of the Faculty of Medicine in Hradec Králové

Programme of the course was aimed mainly on young scientists and students interested in apoptosis. The main goal was comparison of apoptoic processes in two model systems: yeast and mammalian cells, and emphasize their advantages in particular research areas. The course was divided into two parts, a lecture day and 2 days of practical laboratory work with possibilities for hands on laboratory work. We succeeded in attracting several excellent lectures no only from the Czech Republic, but also from Austria, Slovak republic and the USA. This was the essential basis for attractive programme (see web http://www.biomed.cas.cz/mbu/lab124/Workshop_07.pdf). 

It was very nice surprise for us when we see rather high interest among scientific community, many people would like to attend practical courses. Due to the good facilities in the frame of the Faculty of Medicine and mainly due to the enthusiasm of all lectures and teachers we were able to absorb this amount of participants. The practical course consists of 3 thematic blocks, running in parallel, each block in the duration of 4 hours. One extra block was dealing with theoretical background for practical courses. We organised also small informal get together social evening with many possibilities for discussion among participants and teachers. The organisation of the course was greatly facilitated by the financial support from Aktion and several other sponsors.

Together there were 75 registered participants. The first day (lectures day), many students from the faculty attended the course; these students were not officially pre-registered. On practical course there was 35 participants, 14 from abroad (Austria - 2, Slovak Rep. - 6, Poland - 2, Slovenia - 2, Switzerland - 2). There were 6 invited lectures and other 8 teachers were busy with practical laboratory work.

There were only minor changes in the financial plan. The whole budget was kept. On reason for changes was, that we could use cheap accommodation facility of the Faculty of Medicine. We have extra expenses for transport of several devices from Prague to Hradec Králové at the beginning and at the end of the course. We also can cover accommodation expense for 3 students from the laboratory of dr. Pichová, whose were helping us with practical work in the laboratory. Detailed survey of all expenses is in the attached form.
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